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PROVISIONAL SPECIFICATION

Improvements in Apparatus for Playing a Game

‘We, Brookes & Apams LimiTep, a
Company organised under the Laws of
Great Britain, of 250—262, Barr Street,
Hockley, Birmingham 19, in the County
of Warwick, and Axrnorp Epwin
Brooxzs, a Subject of the King of Great
Britain, of the Company’s address, do
hereby declare the nature of this inven-
tion to be as follows:—

This invention relates to apparatus for
playing the game of table skittles, the
apparatus being of the kind which in-
cludes a board or tray wpon which the
skittles can be placed, a rod placed in an
erect position at the side of the board or
tray, and a ball or the like suspended
from the upper part of the rod so that it
can be caused to swing around the rod for
knocking over the skittles.

The object of the present invention is
to provide an improved construction of
such apparatus.

According to one part of the present
invention the board and/or the skittles
are produced as mouldings of synthetic
resin.

The board may be moulded with a
raised rim in which are holes for receiv-
ing scoring or marking pegs and these
holes may be produced in the act of
moulding the board.

The board may be moulded with an in-
tegral projection having a socket for re-
ceiving the lower end of the rod which is
employed to support the ball.

The rod may be made in sectional
lengths so that the apparatus may eon-

veniently be packed and the sectional

lengths may be connected together by
means of one or more sleeves adapted to
engage over the ends of adjacent sections
and such sleeve may also be moulded in
synthetic resin.

Tn one construction the board may be
of circular tray-like form with a raised
rim at the edge, and the holes for scoring
pegs may be situated in the raised rim.

Within the rim is the body of the tray,
and the centre part of this may be formed
as a raised facing having a suitable num-
ber of small projections equally spaced

for receiving the lower ends of the
skittles.

The raised facing may be squarve and
the tray itself may be circular. The tray
may be moulded with an integral projec-
tion opposite one of the corners of the
raised facing and this projection may be
of somewhat hollow form and may fer-
minate in an integral socket placed ver-
tically with its upper end open. In
between this socket and the rim of the
tray a further facing may be provided
having holes for receiving the scoring
pegs when the apparatus is not in use.

The under side of the body of the tray
may be of somewhat hollow form and may
be stiffened by providing integral ribs.

The rod may be made of wood or other
material and may be made in sectional
lengths. Near their ends the lengths may
be of somewhat reduced diameter and
may be joined together by providing a
sleeve of moulded synthetic resin, the
sleeve forming a socket for sliding on to
the reduced portions of the adjacent rod
sections.

At its lower end the rod is provided
with & moulded ferrule adapted to fit into
the socket part of the board.

At the top end of the rod a ball thrust
bearing is provided which may be pro-
duced by two moulded caps and a suffi-
cient number of steel balls.

The complete ball bearing may be re-
tained in position by means of a wood
screw and the upper part of the bearing
may also have a radial arm to the end of
which a flexible cord is tied.

The ball may be of spherical shape and
may be moulded with a radial hole having
an internal shoulder so that the lower end
of the cord may be fixed therein by knott-
ing the end thereof and then passing the

‘cord through the hole until the knot en-

gages the shoulder.

Each playing piece or skittle may be
of somewhat barrel shape upon the ex-
terior and is hollow so that its lower end
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can fit over one of the projections on the 100

board or tray. The upper ends of the
skittles may be closed and may be dome
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shaped. -

Alternatively, each playing piece or

skittle may be of the same shape as that

of a beer bottle but having a recess in the

5 bottom so that it can fit over one of the
projections on the board or tray.

Dated the 4th day of July, 1934.
FORRESTER, KETLEY & CO.,
Chartered Patent Agents,
Central House, 75, New Street,
Birmingham 2, and
Jessel Chambers, 88/90, Chancery Lane,
London, W.C.2.

COMPLETE SPECIFICATION

Imprevements in Apparatus for Playing a Game

We, Brooxms & Apams Limitep, a
Company organised under the Laws of
Great Britain, of 250—252, Barr Street,

10 Hockley, Birmingham 19, in the County
of Warwick, and Azrvoip EdwIn
Brooxzs, a Subject of the King of Great
Britain, of the Company’s address, do
hereby declare the nature of this inven-

15 tion and in what manner the same is to
be performed, to be particularly described
and ascertained in and by the following
statement ; —

This invention relates to apparatus for

20 playing the game of table skittles, the
apparatus being of the kind which in-
cludes a board or tray upon which the
skittles can be placed, a rod placed in an
erect position at the side of the board or

25 tray, and a ball or the like suspended
from the upper part of the rod so that it
can be caused to swing around the rod
for knocking over the skittles.

The object of the present invention is

30 to provide an improved construction of
such apparatus.

According to one part of the present
invention the board is produced as a
moulding of mouldable material such as

85 synthetic resin and has an integral raised
rim extending therearound and a portion
formed or provided with means for
mounting the lower end of the rod for
supporting the ball.

40  Alternatively the invention provides
apparatus for playing the game of table
skittles wherein the board is formed from
mouldable material with an integral
raised peripheral rim extending there-

45 around and at onme side thereof an in-
tegral projection having a socket for re-
ceiving the lower end of the rod for sup-
porting the ball.

The rim may be of inverted channel

50 section and is provided with hLoles for
scoring or marking pegs.

The rod may be made in sectional
lengths so that the apparatus may con-
veniently be packed and the sectional

55 lengths may be connected together by
means of one or more sleeves adapted to

engage over the ends of adjacent sections,
and such sleeve may also be moulded in
synthetic resin.

In order that our invention may be
clearly understood and more readily car-
ried into practice, we have appended
hereunto one sheet of drawings illustrat-
ing the same, wherein:—

Figure 1 is a sectional elevation of one
construction according to this invention.

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the
board.

Figure 3 is an underside plan view of
same,

In the construction illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, the board 5 is of
circular tray-like form with a substan-
tially flat central platform or base 6 and

a raised peripheral rim 7 which extends 7,

first upwardly from the flat base and then
downwardly to the plane of the underside
of the base.

Around the top of the rim 7, holes 8 are
formed for the reception of seoring or
marking pegs indicated diagrammatically
at 9, and these holes are preferably
formed during the initial moulding
operation.

The centre portion or platform 6 is of
square shape in the construction illus-
trated, but may be of any other form in
plan if desired, and upon this platformn
are small projections or bosses 10 which
are equally spaced and distributed in a
manuer corresponding with the normal
distribution or arrangement of skittles in
a game of the kind referred to.

The skittles 11 are of hollow tubular
form and may be formed from rubber or
from mouldable material such as sYn-
thetic resin, these skittles being sym-
metrical about the centre of the length,
so that they can be arranged either end
uppermost upon the platform 6.

Each skittle is located upon the plat-
form by engaging one end over one of
the projections or bosses 10, these latter
fitting closely within the cvlindrical bore
through the skittles.

The board is moulded with an integral
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extension or projection 12 at one side
and opposite fo one corner of the square
platform 6, this projection also being of
Tollow form and terminating in a h_olIoW

5 integral socket 13 arranged vertically
with its upper end open.

Between this socket and the rim 7 is a
facing or elongated boss 14 formed with
holes 15 for receiving the scoring or mark-

10 ing pegs when the apparatus is not in use.

The underside of the board is of hollow
form and is stiffened and strengthened by
means of integral ribs 16 and 17.

The socket 13 is adapted to receive the

15 end of a rod 18 formed from wood or other
suitable material and constructed in
lengths adapted to be connected end to
end by means of one or more connecting
sleeves 19.

90 In the construction illustrated the rod
is formed in two sections joined by 2
single sleeve 19, but the rod may be sec-
tionalised in any convenient manner.

The meeting ends of the two sections of

95 the rod are reduced in diameter as at 20,
and this reduced end engages telescopic-
ally within one end of the sleeve 19 until
the end of the sleeve abuts against the
shoulder 21 at the junction between the

30 portion 20 of the rod and the remaining
part of the rod.

The sleeve 19 may be formed from syn-
thetic resin or similar material by a
moulding operation.,

85 The end of the rod adapted for engage-
ment in the socket 13 is also reduced in
diameter and a moulded ferrule 22 is
secured upon this reduced end by means
of a screw, this ferrule being adapted to

40 fit into the socket 13 to retain the rod
rigidly in a position projecting perpen-
dicularly from the plane of the board.

At the top of the rod is a ball thrust
bearing including a lower race 23 secured

45 to the top of the rod, and a cap R4 re-
tained in position upon the rod by means
of a screw 25, the balls 26 being located
in annular grooves formed in the two
parts 23 and 24.

50  The race 23 and the cap 24 are formed
from material such as synthetic resin by
a moulding operation, and the latter part
is provided with a radially projecting

) arm or lug 27 apertured to receive the

55 end of the flexible cord 28 to the lower
end of which is attached the ball 29.

The ball is formed from mouldable
material and has a radial hole 30 within
which the knotted end of the cord is

80 secured by means of a fastening device
31.

Tn the construction illustrated the
skittles are of somewhat barrel form and
open at each end, but may be of any

g5 other shape and may be solid with a

recess at one end to fit over ome of the
projections 20.

Jo a still further alternative, each
skittle may be of shape somewhat similar
to that of a beer bottle, but having a 70
recess in the base to fit over one of the
projections in the board.

On the underside of the board small
feet 32 of rubber, cork or other suitable
material are inserted in opénings moulded 76
in bosses or portions on the underside of
the board. o

Having now particularly described and
ascertained the nature of our said inven-
tion and in what manner the same is to 80
be performed, we declare that what we
claim is:—

1. Apparatus for playing the game of
table skittles, wherein the board is pro-
duced as a moulding of mouldable mate- 85
rial such as synthetic resin and hag an
integral raised rim extending there-
around and a portion formed or provided
with means for mounting the lower end
of the rod for supporting the ball. 90

2. Apparatus for playing the game of
table skittles wherein the board is formed
from mouldable material with an integral
raised peripheral rim extending there-

-around and at one side thereof an integral 95

projection having a socket for receiving
the lower end of the rod for supporting
the ball.

3. Apparatus according to Claim 1 or
2, wherein the raised rim is of inverted 100
channel section and is provided with
holes for scoring or marking pegs.

4. Apparatus according to Claim 1,
wherein the board is moulded with an
integral projection having a socket for 105
receiving the lower end of the rod em-
ployed for supporting the ball.

5. Apparatus according to any of the
preceding Claims, wherein the board is
moulded with a raised platform or base 11g
within the peripheral rim, integral pro-
jections being formed on said platform or
base for locating the lower ends of the
skittles.

6. Apparatus according to Claim 5, 115
wherein the skittles are each of hollow
form open at one or each end to engage
over one of the projections on the plat-
form or base of the board.

7. Apparatus according to any of the [y
preceding Claims, wherein the rod is
made in sectional lengths adapted to be
connected together by means of a sleeve
or sleeves moulded from synthetic resin
or the like.

8. Apparatus according to Claim 2 or
4, wherein a facing or boss is provided
on the projection or extension, said fac-
ing or boss having holes for receiving the
scoring or marking pegs when the appara- 130
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tus is not in use.

9. Apparatus according to Claim 2 or Dated the 15th day of June, 1935.
4, wherein the socket is of inverted part
conical form, and a ferrule of moulded =~ FORRESTER, KETLEY & co.,

5 material is provided on the end of the rod Chartered Patent Agents,
to engage in said socket. Central House, 75, New Street,
10. Apparatus for playing the game of Birmingham 2, and
table skittles, substantially as described Jessel Chambers, 88/90, Chancery Lane,
and as shown in the accompanying draw- London, W.C.2.
10 1ngs.

Leamington Spa: Printed for His Majesty’s Stationery Office, by the Courier Press.—1936.
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